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Fig. 1: Clockwise from above:
Tularosa Basin (Carrizozo in the
north and White Sands in the
south); Carrizozo lava flow; White
Sands dune system.

Future Directions: how cryptic

Fig. 2: Melanistic & blanched Sceloporus undulatus | e
photo by Dr. Erica Rosnblum is this Iizard?

Methods

We used biophysical models that Figure 3: Daily activity thoroughout the year for melanistic and blanched Sceloporus undulatus at White Sands and Carrizozo

incorporated morphological and spectral
traits of lizards along with the physical
characteristics of the background ‘ ' ' ' —mr—
environment to examine the consequences ' — - . - - =L
of color matching on activity and energy ' ‘ ; '
budgets of lizards in the Tularosa Basin.
Further, we conducted virtual transplants to
examine the thermal consequences of
patterns of animal coloration that contrast
with their environment.
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